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OMONSPACE 


NEWS 


our voice in the lesbian community 


Womonspace is online! Check out our website at: 


http://www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome.htm 


SPLINTERS FROM THE 
BOARD: 


Our profit from the 
September dance was added 
to the $500 raised in 
donations at our Mad 
Hatters Tea for Ms. T to 
make a total of $650 for the 
EPOCH Project. 

KOK 

We have decided not to hold a new year’s 
eve event this year. We are desperately in 
need of dance co-ordinators, dance 


volunteers, and also a volunteer co-ordinator. 


We need you! 
2K 
Womonspace plans to host an informal 
lesbian discussion group at GLCCE in the 
new year. Dates and times are yet to be 
determined, so stay tuned to this newsletter 
for more information. 


WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS 


We are always seeking submissions of interest 
to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, book, 
concert and movie reviews, political and social 
commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork 
ate all welcomed. Contributors may either write 
to Womonspace News (Box 128, Main P.O., 
Edmonton AB T5J 3K4), attend a newsletter 
meeting, visit our web site at 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome.htm 
or leave a message at 482-1794. Topics for 
coming months: January- Family. February- 
Poetry. March- Transgendered people. April- _ 
Lesbians with disabilities. ie 
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Contributors this issue: 
Laura M Lee, Julie C Lloyd, Jacqueline 


Dumas, Laurie, Paula, April Mae, Liz 
Massiah, Jenn, Honeypot, Lindy Pratch. 


Cover photo: The Supreme Court of Canada, Ottawa; 
photo by Laura M Lee 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue 
of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 

Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. 
Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB 
T5J 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, 
please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line: 482-1794. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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THE WRIEND CASE HEARING AT 
THE SUPREME COURT 


by Laura M Lee 

Ottawa, November 4, 1997. 

The courtroom was packed; nine judges, 55 
members of the public and 50 lawyers were 
present. You could hear a pin drop for most of 
the six hours of the hearing and there were 
many moving moments all through the 
testimony. 

Sheila Greckol presented the case for Delwin 
Vriend, saying the case is only partly about his 
firing. The larger issues are full personhood for 
gays and lesbians, securing the means for full 
participation in society and the role of the 
Individual’s Rights Protection Act (RPA) in 
Alberta. Full personhood for gays and lesbians 
vs. “religious interests” of some—in 1990 
King’s College referred to “immorality” as 
grounds for termination. Yet sexual orientation 
is a “deeply personal characteristic,” like gender 
and race. When people are discriminated against 
we are asked to pretend we are not what we are. 
We are required to conceal our identity every 
minute of every day. This not only affects 
employment and accommodation but has a 
profound impact on self esteem and general 
well-being. 

What is the purpose of the IRPA in Alberta? 
According to Hansard 1972, IRPA was directed 
to promote equality and dignity for all, to end 
discrimination and to change attitudes. To help 
people live in harmony. Yet gays and lesbians 
are not included. Our community began calling 
for inclusion in the early ’80s. Seven times from 
1982 to 1996 the issue was brought up and 
seven times rejected by the government. 

Sheila Greckol: “Discrimination enforced by 


law is particularly repugnant. Once a court 
decides to extend protection, it cannot do so in 
a discriminatory manner. As Justice LaForest 
said, ‘this is a thin and impoverished view of 
the law’. ” 

Thirteen intervenor groups spoke on behalf 
of extending basic human rights to include 
sexual orientation. It was wonderful! I kept 
thinking of all my friends who I wished were 
there to hear their impassioned and well- 
reasoned arguments. 

A total switch in tone came when the case 
for the Alberta Crown and the religious right 
began. All of the nine justices had very pointed 
questions as to why these groups thought 
discrimination should be sanctioned by law. 
Frankly, I hadn’t expected all nine judges to be 
so well-informed on gay and lesbian issues; I 
expected some dissension. Obviously this is 
not new territory for them. The Supreme Court 
has already established that it is illegal to 
discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation 
(the Egan case). Chief Justice Lamer said to the 
Alberta Crown Prosecutor, “Obviously we'll 
never agree... Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we 
had full protection for all Canadians in all 
provincesr”’ Other judges’ comments: “What 
about dignity for all?”’... “What was acceptable 
in (earlier) legislation is not acceptable today. 
Human Rights codes must be open-ended and 
able to grow as our understanding of human 
rights in society evolves”... “It is not just what 
the Alberta court says, it is what the Canadian 
Constitution says. And all provinces fall under 
the Constitution”... “In the Alberta legislation, 
dignity is inherent to all. You can’t say dignity 
is inherent, then deliberately drop a group”... 
‘As soon as there is discrimination, there is a 
right to access to the law.” 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 3 


The decision from the Supreme Court 1s 
expected early in 98. Alberta’s discriminatory 
foot dragging is—we hope—about to become 
history. There will still be whiners, but they will 
not have the sanction of the law to discriminate 
openly. 

Join me in extending a deep and abiding 
appreciation to the many who worked on the 
Vriend case. It is also important to make sure 
the legal costs are paid. Take pride in our 
community's determination to gain equality; 
many since 1982 have contributed in our 
struggle for legal equality and full participation 
in society. We have a right to be very proud of 
these accomplishments. The time to celebrate is 
NOW. 


Things that make you 


go hmmmmmmm... 
by Laurie 

Just two weeks after Alberta Crown lawyer 
John McCarthy proclaimed at the Supreme 
Court that homosexuals are not discriminated 
against in Alberta because all citizens are 
protected under the Individual’s Rights 
Protection Act, lesbian foster parent Ms. T 
was told she will not have any more foster 
children placed in her care because of her 
homosexual “lifestyle.” 

In a Nov. 18 Edmonton Journal story 
headlined ‘Gay mom loses battle for more 
foster children,’ Social Services Minister Lyle 
Oberg said he has not changed his view that 
placing foster children with gay couples would 
subject them to discrimination from other 
children and adults. 

... Huhe 


QUOTES 


Our day of shame at the Supreme Court 

More than one Albertan cringed at the Klein 
government's prehistoric arguments at the 
Supreme Court hearing this week. 

Senator Ron Ghitter called it a day of 
shame. 

Alberta's lawyer, John McCarthy of Calgary, 
argued that there is no discrimination against 
Alberta’s gay minority because all citizens are 
protected under the Individual’s Rights 
Protection Act. McCarthy suggested that a 
gay Albertan, fired because he had AIDS, 
could always appeal to the human rights 
commission on the grounds of discrimination 
against a person with a physical disability. 

“So they have to get AIDS to get protection?” 
shot back Justice Beverly McLachlin. © 

Linda Goyette 
Edmonton Journal, Nov 8, 1997 


Supreme Court blasts Alberta over gay 
rights. 

At different points yesterday, both Justice 
John Major of Alberta and justice Michel 
Bastarche said they couldn’t understand the 
provincial government's legal logic in denying 
human rights protection to the homosexual 
minority. 

Justice Claire I'Heureux-Dubé said the 
province’s position was “very weak’ if the goal 
was to end persecution. 

Norm Ovenden 
Ottawa Citizen, Nov 5, 1997 
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SUPREMELY MOVING 
by Juke C Lloyd 
I attended the hearing of Delwin Vriend’s 

case at the Supreme Court of Canada. In a 
word—WOW/] Vriend’s counsel and the long 
list of intervenors appearing in his support were 
convincing, moving and, of course, entirely 
correct. I was particularly affected by the 
submissions of the Canadian Jewish Congress 
(the only ones that made me cry). 

The Congress started out by bringing to the 
Court’s attention that the first step that led to 
the annihilation of the Jews was the simple step 


November 6, 1997 


Canadian Jewish Congress 
151 Chapel Street 
Ottawa ON KiN 7Y2 


Dear Members, 


Re: C.J.C.’s intervention in Vriend et al v. 
HM.T.Q. et al. 

I had the good fortune on November 4”, 
1997 to be in attendance before the Supreme 
Court of Canada while Lyle Kanee, counsel for 
the Canadian Jewish Congress, made 
submissions as intervenor in support of 
Delwin Vriend in his quest to have sexual 
orientation included as a prohibited ground of 
discrimination in the Alberta human rights 
legislation. 


The submissions made by Lyle were 
profoundly moving, the equation of our 
struggles was powerful and effective before the 
Court and for this I, as a lesbian, thank you. 


Of equal importance to myself, however, 


of deleting them from human rights 
legislation protecting rights of employment 
and tenancy. The Congress then pointed out 
that both Jews and gays and lesbians were 
singled out for dispatch to concentration 
camps, each with their own badges—yellow 
stars for them, pink triangles for us. The 
Congress has a mandate to intervene 
whenever matters of human rights are at 
issue and I want us all to be aware of how 
lucky we are to have the Jewish community 
among us. 

The following letter which I sent to the 
Congress pretty much sums up my feelings: 


the submissions of the C.].C. taught me a 
valuable lesson about what it means to be a 
true citizen in society. I listened to Lyle 
describe how the discrimination or 
marginalization of any group in society 
harms the whole of society and is the canary 
in the coal mine foretelling of horrific 
consequences. I listened to Lyle state that 
the strides made by some of Canada’s 
minority groups toward recognition as equal 
citizens were of no value unless all 
minorities were extended the same 
recognition. I wept as I heard that although 
the door to citizenship had been opened to 
the Jews they could not and would not walk 
through that door unless they were hand in 
hand with their gay and lesbian friends. 


I thank the C.].C. for extending a hand 
back to help us through the door to 
citizenship and for teaching me the 
extraordinary importance of forever 
extending mine in the same direction. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS LIKE CHRISTIAN 
CHARTER SCHOOLS? 


by Jacqueline Dumas 

My recent involvement in a support group for 
lesbian and gay youth has led me to ponder the 
isolation that many of these children experience. 
It’s hard enough for a heterosexual teenager to 
develop a sense of self-worth, but gay students 
encounter an ongoing barrage of negative and 
demeaning images from media, other students 
and even teachers—images which are based on 
stereotypes of what homosexuality is and means. 
Everyone is affected. Heterosexual students 
have gay parents, gay siblings, and gay teachers. 
School libraries often carry homophobic 
magazines like Alberta Report, but few, if any, 
books for gays, let alone a publication like The 
Advocate. History, social studies classes, English, 
sex education—all assume heterosexuality. 
When youth from racial minorities encounter 
racism, they can usually go home and receive 
support. But home can be the least safe place for 
gay youth, and a disproportionate number of 
them drop out of school and end up on the 
street. Suicide is the leading cause of death for 
sexual minority youth—30% of completed 
teenage suicides are by gay youth. 

So when students from Strathcona Composite 
High School approached me and asked if I 
would place an ad in theit newspaper, I obliged 
by submitting an ad for Orlando Books which 
included the line: “Books for lesbian and gay 
youth and their friends.” My aim was to advise 
youth that our store is a gay positive space 
where they can get books that reflect a positive 
image. 

A few days later, the editor of the paper 
called to say that there was a problem with the 


ad. Was it the wrong size? No, she said, the 
problem was the line about gay youth. She 
offered to run the ad with the line deleted. 
Absolutely not, I said. A short time later, the 
faculty advisor to the student newspaper called 
and said that the problem was that the 
newspaper goes out to all students and their 
parents. I still didn’t understand what the 
problem was. It’s school policy, he said. The ad 
is not inclusive—it does not include 
heterosexual students. I asked him to send me a 
letter outlining this policy, but he said that only 
the school administration could do so. He 
offered to run the ad for free if I deleted the 
offending phrase. What is this teacher teaching 
his students? I wondered. 

The next day, I spoke with the principal, who 
reiterated that the ad would not be run because 
of school policy. He also refused to outline in a 
letter what this policy is, and said it was ‘actually 
his “personal decision” not to run the ad. 

What if I had advertised “Books for 
children,” thereby excluding adults, or 
“Religious books for all faiths,” thereby 
excluding nonreligious people, or “Princess Di 
books,” thereby excluding most of the people 
that I know? More and more, the word ‘equality’ 
is being used when ‘sameness’ is what is meant. 
Sameness usually means white, heterosexual, 
middle class, and often male. Doesn’t the public 
school system have a mandate to accept 
diversity and to make the hallways safe for all its 
students? 

It seemed somehow fitting that as I 
approached the school to retrieve my ad, the 
word FAG was scratched out in the door at eye 
level. A homophobic environment is hurtful to 
all, no matter what the individual sexual 
orientation or family makeup. 


6 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


homo for the holidays 


(laurie) 


thanksgiving 1970 

uncle jack disapproves of my shirt 
—not because it’s army surplus, 
but because it has american stripes 
on the shoulders. 

“damned yankees,” he sighs. 
“think they own everything.” 

my mom just plain disapproves. 
“it's thanksgiving, why can’t you 
wear a dress?” she sighs. 

“it’s thanksgiving, why can’t i 

play football with the boys?” i yell back, 
slamming the door 

behind me. 


thanksgiving 1983 

aunt verna has heard about my trip 

to provincetown with jane. 

“queers still have the run of the place?” she 
wants to know. i want to know 

how she knows; how she happened to visit there 
in the ’60s with her friend shirley 

... and why she didn’t marry a man 

until she was almost 40. 

... | want to know what happened to shirley. 


easter 1984 

little brother wants to know 

about that rumour in high school. 

“all those kids thought you & carol were queer.” 
well, guess what, little brother: carol and i 

never even kissed. 

she got married—and said | should, too. 

she started having babies; said it was something 
she always wanted to do 


(even more than live in a scottish castle 
with me...) 

and your sister? well, 

your sister started sleeping with women; 
discovered it was 

something she always wanted to do. 


solstice 1991 

my step-sister has taken work in the states. 
“no jobs for nurses in canada,” 

her mom explains. 

“it's so horrible. she has to work on an AIDS 
floor. she says she doesn’t mind, but that’s 
just awful, don’t you think? i mean, 

it serves them right, don’t you think? because 
those people pretty much 

bring it on themselves ... don’t you think?” 


those people. 


i do not bother to inform her that some of 
those people are sitting at her kitchen table 
... that i am one of those people. 


samhain 1995 
cousin donna hasn't seen me for three years. 
“did you know that i’m not married 

any more?” she asks. 

i want to grab her and shake her and shout, 
“neither am |! 

“annie—my lover, my best friend, love of my 
life, my partner of six years, with whom | share 
a house, a dog and a sport utility vehicle— 
my beloved annie has left me, 
and i’m 
dying inside.” 


but all i can tell her is, “i like what you’ve done 
with your hair.” 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Grouns and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm, for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films on 
Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer support is also 
available through email; 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pM. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, 
FM 88.5, Wednesdays from 5-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pM. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 
Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside entrance) 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. 

Also at McDougall, AFFIRM United 
meets at 7:30 po the last Saturday of each 
month. Phyllis, 434-4808. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of union 
available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 12530- 
110 Ave. 454-8073. 

SOLO Social club for women gets 
together every week for a wide variety of 
social events. Linda at 447-4776. 


Gay & Lesbian Youth: 486-9661 (voice 
box 10). 

PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, 
ot Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message except 
7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for lesbians, gays, 
transgendered persons and their parents, families, 
and friends. 

Out & Out (O’) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Seeking more women 
members; leave a message for Jayne at 988-3132. 

Northern Chaps 

Edmonton’s leather-fetish club for gay, lesbian 
and straight men and women meets at Boots & 
Saddle the first & third Friday of every mpnth, 9 
pM to midnight. mcewen@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Northern Titans Gay & Lesbian 
Bowling Association 

Meet for three games of 10 pin every Saturday 
at 5:30 pm. Pins and Cues (SW comer of 
Westmount Shopping Centre). $12. A group 
supper outing after bowling is also organized 
each week. Contact Karen at 432-3234. 


Night Spots: 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 

Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10116-124 Street. 

Shakespear’s - Darts & Rumpus Room; 
10805-105 Ave.; 420-1679. 2 pm to 2 am Monday 
to Friday; 7 pm to 2 am Saturdays. 

Lesbian & gay darts league every 
Thursday. Drop-in format. Also, Deanna hosts 
karaoke on Thursdays. A good night to come 
down for a good time! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

Judy Small 

Full Moon Folk club presents the Australian 
folksinger in concert at Riverdale Hall. 8 pm. 
Painting Daisies 

Live band at Shakespear’s, 10805-105 Avenue. 
Tickets $5 advance, $7 at the door; 420-1679. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

Ms T Fund-raiser 

Family event at Shakespeat’s, 10805-105 Ave, 
2 pm. Carnival activities and potluck supper. 
Everyone is welcome; show your support for 
alternative foster families in Alberta. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5 

Montreal Massacre Memorial 

Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte Ave., 7:30 pM. 
In memory of Genevieve Bergeron, Helene 
Colgan, Nathalie Croteau, Barbara Daigneault, 
Anne-Marie Edward, Maud Haviernick, 
Barbara Maria Klucznik, Maryse Laganiere, 
Maryse Leclair, Anne-Marie Lemay, 

Sonia Pelletier, Michele Richard, Annie St- 
Ameault, Annie Turcotte. 432-7633 for more 
information. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 

Cruisin’ with EVM Concert 

With guests Wajjo Drummers. Convocation 
Hall, U of A campus, 8 pm. 988-4620. 


Dance at Shakespear’s 
Women only; 10805-105 Avenue. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the January issue, ‘Family.’ 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12 

Sonic Sisters Songcircle 

Join singer/songwriter Cori Brewster and 
friends in the third of our series of 
songwriting workshops. Donation requested. 
Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte Ave., 7:30 pm. 
432-7633. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 

Winter Solstice Dance 

Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 Ave. 8:30 pm to 1 aM. 
$7 or less (Sliding admission). A smoke-free, 
alcohol-free event for women only. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

7 pm at GLCCE, suite 103, 10612-124 Street. 
All members are welcome. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 

Womonspace Dance 

Hazeldean Hall, 9630-66 Ave. 8 pm to 1 am. 
Want to get in free? Call 482-1794 to 
volunteer. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 

Family Christmas Party 

Join Santa at Shakespear’s, 10805-105 Ave. 
Event starts at 2 pm. Everyone is welcome. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the February issue, ‘Poetry.’ 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:4 82-1794 
O’ Hotline:988-3132 
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THE NEW SHAKESPEARS 
Play's the thing 


by Paula 

Shakespear’s women’s bar and rumpus room 
is in a new location at 10805-105 Ave., tucked 
in nicely behind Grant MacEwan college. Those 
who knew and loved the old location will be 
amazed at the appearance of the new 
Shakespear’s. It is spacious (almost 5,000 
square feet), well-ventilated, cosy, warm and 
welcoming, and offers a respectable-sized dance 
floor, eight steel tip dart boards, an electronic 
darts game, four pool tables, a DJ stage, 
karaoke, live entertainment, bar service and 
expanded food service. The decor reflects the 
name of the establishment with spectacular 
posters, pictures and Shakespearian 
paraphemalia. The large games tables provide a 
comfortable place to relax and enjoy a drink or 
a meal and a great place to play cards, Scrabble 
and other board games. 

Owner Stacy Walker describes how the name 
came into being: “The original ‘SS’ logo that 
you see everywhere was designed before I ever 
owned the bar. I needed to find a name that 
would incorporate this logo. Although I had no 
special literary interest in Shakespeare prior to 
naming the bar, I have certainly developed a 
love of all things Shakespearian. And it has 
proven to be a very versatile name!” 

Shakespear’s offers league play in darts, both 
city-wide and house leagues. A gay and lesbian 
house league runs Thursday nights, with a 
drop-in format so you can try it once or play for 
the entire season. Thursdays also feature 
competitive-level pool tournaments and 
karaoke hosted by Deanna. 

Shakespear’s offers a pool league on Tuesday 
nights for entry-level players. Stacy hopes the 


larger location will lead to Shakespear’s being 
selected as a venue for some tournament play 
later in the season. 

Live entertainment is offered in a Tuesday 
Night Showcase for local talent. The 
entertainment is awesome, and there’s no cover 
charge; a donation hat is passed around. 

Saturday nights will feature live bands like 
Painting Daisies and the Mavens—Novembet’s 
offerings—except the first Saturday of every 
month, which is reserved for women-only dances. 
(Women’s dances were offered more frequently at 
the old location, but can only continue if more 
people come out to support them.) 

Shakespear’s is also hosting a family day once 
a month. The establishment is licensed for this, 
so any Sunday that Shakespear’s is open, minors 
are allowed in. Kids can play pool or darts in 
addition to the activities planned around that 
particular month’s theme. A visit from Santa is on 
the agenda for December. 

Stacy is open to suggestions and feedback, and 
says she 1s always willing to accommodate 
requests. “If there’s something that somebody 
wants, generally by the following week it'll be 
here,” she says. “If there’s a way we can do it, we 
make every effort to do it.” 

“We” refers to the entire Shakespear’s team. 
“We will try anything!” to provide activities 
requested by customers, Stacy says. 

She also reminds us that the moment a 
business declares itself openly gay or lesbian- 
oriented or gay friendly, it limits the market; and 
that Shakespear’s has lost customers from the 
straight community as a result of its transition to 
a women’s bar. The bottom line is that it can’t 
continue to cater to the women’s community if 
we don’t support it—so give serious 
consideration to patronizing Shakespear’s and 
other gay and lesbian establishments. 
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LESBIANS ONLINE 
by April Mae 

You've probably been busy 
shopping for your family and 
friends’ Christmas gifts. Here 
are a few URL address for you 
to check out while sipping hot 
chocolate. 


http:/iwww.geocities.com/WestHollywood/5368 
Newly updated personal homepage of a friendly 
Canadian lesbian, including photos of her and links to 
pages of her friends. Nice to see a friendly face! 


http:/www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/Heights/ 
8363 

Queer iconography; poster campaign to promote queer 
visibility. 

http:/www.bayarea.net/~stef 


General discussion about polyamory, fat acceptance 
and other links from Stefs personal homepage. 


http:/Iwww.geocities.com/WestHollywood/1925 


Wolfie’s dungeon. For lesbians interested in or curious 
about BDSM. Still under construction. 


http:/Awww.companyofwomen.com 
Rainbow Award-winning site featuring information on 
lesbian events, gatherings and trips. Free chat room. 


http:/www.breakinc.com/nolose.html 
National Organization for Lesbians of Size. This 
support group has a good reputation and a newsletter. 


http://members.aol.com/sussy34/fbw.htm 
Another web page for big (“full bloom”) women. 


If you have a homepage or business stte related to lesbians and 
gays, please share tt ntith April Mae at: 
passion@compusmart.ab.ca 


Attention all Lesbian, 
Dyke, Two Spirit (Queer) 
Youth: 


I need your help. Would you be 
willing to share your experiences with 
me? I am a researcher at the 
University of Alberta investigating the 
effects of homophobia and 
heterosexism on queer youth in 
Alberta schools. In order to do this I 
need to talk to as many queer youth 
(or those who have experiences in 
Alberta schools) as possible. I 
guarantee confidentiality and 
anonymity. Interviews will take place 
where it is convenient and safe for 
you wherever you live in the province. 

Please consider helping with this 
research. Based on the life stories and 
experiences (in particular educational 
ones) of lesbian, dyke, Two Spitit 
(queer) youth I plan on making 
recommendations for changes in 
Alberta schools so that the lives of 
queer youth will be less difficult and 
more open. 

Telling your story for my research 
offers an opportunity to break the 
silence often imposed on our lives, 
while remaining anonymous. If you 
ate interested please contact me, 
Gloria Filax at 988-6955, email: 

gfilax@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca or in 
writing to me, care of Education 
Policy Studies, 7-104 Education 
North, Faculty of Education, 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, 
T6G 2H9. 
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SPEAKING OF ‘NORMAL 
by Liz Massiah 
Chnical Social Worker, MSW, RSW 

Is there a connection between human rights, 
coming out and our emotional and mental 
health? For sure. As an activist I have spent 
many hours working to create change, trying to 
convince politicians that lesbians deserve the 
same life situation as non-lesbian women when 
it comes to access to services, housing, job 
protection and so forth. And wanting that is 
not out of line—although Stockwell Day, Lyle 
Oberg and company seem to think so. 

Having to ask for the same rights that non- 
lesbian women take for granted puts lesbians in 
a lower, more vulnerable position. Time and 
again we must choose what degree of openness 
we will risk and what its consequences might 
be. Not having legal rights protection means we 
are subject to hatred; to verbally abusive 
comments that would not be made about other 
races, Cultures etc. These reminders support our 
own internalized hatred, that voice that nags to 
varying degrees inside us, that elicits fear and 
shame: “We are deviant”—and seldom do we 
get to really forget it. That is why it is so 
powerful to be in community, to have those 
' precious moments of being the usual. 

Also as a therapist, I have journeyed with 
women, men, youths and “older” folks as they 
struggle to make sense of their feelings, to 
reconcile their emotional reality with the 
demands of family, friends, religion, etc., to be 
heterosexual. The fear, denial, depression, and 
self-destructive thoughts and behaviours that 
are so virulent, the internal voice that convinces 
us “it’s nobody’s business,” are all ways we hide 
in order to protect ourselves. 

Sanction under the law is powerful. It does 


not mean the fight is over and all the problems 
are gone. It means there is a process we can use, 
or not use; that there is a choice, a real choice. 
Sanction funder the law, in real terms, means 
things like being able to have a same-sex partner 
immigrate (recently granted in England), like 
having protection ensconced in the Constitution 
from the start, as happened when South Africa 
rewrote its constitution. It means assuming that 
gays and lesbians are acceptable, not having to 
contantly prove it, not having to decide if it’s 
safe to speak out or not. 

Silence is an emotional killer, It creates the 
space for abuse, hatred, depression, anxiety and a 
myriad of other emotional ills. Legal sanctions 
help defeat silence. Speaking helps create 
emotional health. So yes, there is a huge 
connection between therapy, emotional bea 
legal sanction and human rights. 


Suggestions and comments are always 
welcome. Contact me at 910-3050. 


QUOTES 
Gary Dickson, Alberta Liberal Justice Critic, 
asked Ralph Klein in parliament to confirm that 
Alberta would not invoke the notwithstanding 
clause after the Court of Queen’s Bench ruled 
that the Alberta government must proceed to 
amend the IRPA to prevent discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. Klein’s response: 
“| would remind the honourable member 
that this was the first jurisdiction in Canada 
to bring in human rights legislation in the 
Individual’s Rights Protection Act. We're 
firm believers in equality and justice for all.” 
quote from Alberta Hansard 
April 13, 1994 
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THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 


Lesbian Style 


by Jenn 
On the first day of Christmas my girlfriend 


gave to me ... 

a Guide To Good Sex For Dykes. 

On the second day of Christmas my 
girlfriend gave to me ... 

two nipple rings. 

On the third day of Christmas my girlfriend 
gave to me ... 

three pairs of boxers. 

On the fourth day of Christmas my 
gulfriend gave to me ... 

four sets of handcuffs. 

On the fifth day of Christmas my girlfriend 
gave to me ... 

five latex gloves. 

On the sixth day of Christmas my girlfriend 
gave to me ... 

a six-pack of beer. 

On the seventh day of Christmas my 
girlfriend gave to me ... 

seven flannel shirts. 

On the eighth day of Christmas my 
girlfriend gave to me ... 

eight massage oils. 

On the ninth day of Christmas my girlfriend 
gave to me ... 

nine ladies stripping. 

On the 10th day of Christmas my girlfriend 
gave to me ... 

10 dykie CDs. 

On the 11th day of Christmas my girlfriend 
gave to me ... 

11 cappucinos. 

On the 12th day of Christmas my girlfriend 
gave to me ... 

12 hockey sticks... 


DECEMBER HOROSCOPES 

by Honeypot 

ARIES: Ease up on that festive snacking, party 
gicl—aunless you really want to spend the entire 
month of January with a personal fitness trainer. 
TAURUS: Now you’ve done it—and it’s about 
time. Life never looked so good as it does now 
that you’re single again... and hormy. Enjoy! 
GEMINI: You're soooo tempted to get back 
with her, it hurts. Just remember, all the reasons 
you broke up in the first place are still there. 
CANCER: Don your gay apparel and hit the 
sheets with your best rhumba gal. This holiday 
season will be better and wetter than ever. 
LEO: Usher in the new year with an old flame. 
She’s still carrying a torch, and your name is still 
tattooed on her breast. (Pssst... ask me how I know!) 
VIRGO: Your first love is still out there. You 
can pick up the phone—or spend the rest of your 
life wondering. It’s up to you. 

LIBRA: You'll catch the eye of a tigress over a 
steamy cup of hot chocolate... whipped cream 
optional. Meow! 

SCORPIO: Absence makes the heart grow 
restless... good thing you left her the key to the 
vibrator drawer. 

SAGITTARIUS: Winter babies rule! Warm up 
those frosty nights with some heated politically 
correct discussion... followed by some sizzling 
politically incorrect sex games. 

CAPRICORN: Find a friend who likes to frolic 
and come in from the cold. And come, and come, 
and come... 

AQUARIUS: It’s the dawning of the age of 
hilarious. Life will continue to hit you in the face 
with a pie, so you might as well learn to laugh at 
yourself. Lighten up. 

PISCES: To every thing there is a season, and 
this is your season to HOWL. You go, grrrl! 
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THE GAY CUP DANCE 
Wasn't that a party! 


by Lindy Pratch 

Since the Grey Cup was held 
in Edmonton on the same 
weekend as our November dance, 
Womonspace decided to run with the football 
theme and the result was lots of fun. Women 
signed up to compete as they arrived that 
evening. The dance floor was our field of 
competition for three separate events. 

The first, Dykes in Distress, featured 
running and passing. The distress part was 
that the women had to don high heels for 
their portion of the relay run! After much 
cheering, laughter and a few wipeouts in the 
treacherous footwear, Tina’s team (the 
Eskimos) emerged as the winners. 

An hour later, the music stopped again and 
the second event took place. The Fruit of the 
Loo passing competition drew the most 
participants; they had two tries to toss a nerf 
football through a toilet seat suspended from 
the ceiling. Many women failed, but Bernie 
aced both tosses. Congratulations also to 
Bernice and Karen for each completing one 
out of two, and special mention goes to 
Irene... for knocking down the target 
completely! 

The last event was called Deke a Dyke. 
The object was to cross to the other side of 
the dance floor without being hugged. Players 
from the L’Amazons touch football team 
were the blockers. Three speedy women were 
successful in getting through... but they 
missed out on the hugs! 

Special thanks to our colour 
commentators: Adele, Lynn, Cathy and Faye. 


4) 


Thanks also to Rae, the ball retriever, and to 
Jan, the ref in drag. (Was that purse an 
accessory to your get-up, I mean outfit, or 
was it for whacking misbehaving grrrls over - 
the head?) The evening’s entertainment made 
for a great party atmosphere. 

Participation always adds to the fun. Let 
Womonspace know if you have any ideas for 
future special dance events. 


LAST CHANCE DANCE! 


The Riverdale Hall women’s dances are 
coming to an end. On December 13, the 10” 
anniversary of the first Riverdale women’s dance, 
the Edmonton Women’s Music Collective will be 
putting on its final dance. You are invited to 
attend and celebrate the winter solstice. 

We appreciate your support through the years, 
and encourage you to help us bring to an end 
these happy events in an upbeat way with great 
attendance. 

The dance features women’s music, a smoke- 
free environment, and no alcohol. Our DJ 
promises to play all your favourite requests. 

Please come and enjoy this “last chance 


dance.” 
Riverdale Hall, Saturday, December 13, 
8:30 pm to 1 AM 


CLASSIFIED 


ADVERTISING 


House to share: Healthy, happy, stable 
professional in mid-30s seeks similar to share 
home. Hardwood floors, gas fireplace, yard, 
washer & dryer & clawfoot tub. $300 + '/ utilities. 
Call Jennifer, 447-5824. 
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Jute C. Ltoyp The Sexual 
Assault Centre 


Barrister & Solicitor 


01173 of Edmonton 
> asper Avenue ASS ° 
Edmonton, Alberta T5] 1W8 24-hour crisis line 


Telephone 424-2332 Fax 424-2526 
Why Volunteer? 


* receive comprehensive 
training 
* learn new skills 
Seay * develop career-related skills 
Fax: (604) 254-5472 \pns Ai? wis. * meet new people ina gay~ 
1-888. WYM-WARE positive atmosphere 
‘alow’ X21Y1'S3GM‘STIIA'S3Q1A Faenvag 5% yo & * enhance personal growth 
* receive personal rewards; 
make a difference 


} 
hale peal § in someone’s life 


giocek & BETTY TTEp For cr pete 


10805 105 AVE The Sexual Assault Centre 
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Lorsa pum | 


= Providing an Environment, Services and Products for the > 
896 Commercial Dr. a i, R 
(at Venables) x i 
Vancouver, B.C: 


o 
had 
cs 
>= 
i\ >) 
J : 
> Canada V5L 3Y5 
£ 
S 
= 
= 
= 
=" 


quausamoduiy 9 UoIqesqala 


"8 POOL TARLES ” 9 DARTIOANDS 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT To advertise in Womonspace News, 


TUESDAYS AND SATURDAYS call 482-1794. 


Business card size: $15. 
Quarter-page: $25 


(Classified ads are free for members) 
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Womonspace 
Christmas Dance 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 


8 pm to 1 AM 
Hazeldean Community Hall, | 
9630-66 Avenue ; 
Phone 482-1794 to volunteer and get in FREE! 


3 (Womonspace will NOT be holding a New Year's dance this year) 
WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 


Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME(S) . 
ADDRESS CITY 


| 

| POSTAL CODE PHONE | 

{ 12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) | 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 

Ba = oll 


New Member] Renewal] I would like to be a volunteer Yes NoU 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 0) 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events ( Total enclosed $_ 


